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Amendment of Legal Services Agreement with Hanson Bridgett

PURPOSE: 
To request authorization from the Board of Directors to add funds to a legal services
agreement with Hanson Bridgett for representation in litigation related to the District's
advertising content guidelines.

DISCUSSION: 
The District maintains advertising content guidelines to establish uniform, viewpoint-neutral
standards for the display of advertising within all BART facilities. In 2022, the District
rejected a proposed advertisement for failure to comply with the guidelines. The advertiser
filed a lawsuit against the District, and the Office of the General Counsel retained Hanson
Bridgett to represent the District for an amount not to exceed $99,000. Payments have
reached the compensation limit, necessitating Board authorization to increase the amount of
funding for this agreement.

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Expenses are estimated not to exceed $550,000 if this case proceeds through trial, and will
be paid out of the Office of the General Counsel's existing FY23 budget (Cost Center
0201121, Account 681300). There is no anticipated impact on unprogrammed District
reserves.

ALTERNATIVES: 
The Board may elect to not authorize continuing representation by Hanson Bridgett in this
litigation. The Office of the General Counsel would need to seek an alternative law firm for
representation, which would incur additional expenses to transition the work.
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RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Board adopt the following motion:

MOTION: 
That the Board authorizes the General Counsel to continue to utilize Hanson Bridgett for
representation in litigation related to the District's advertising content guidelines.

Amendment of Legal Services Agreement with Hanson Bridgett (cont.)
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