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Study Session

• Intro to Redistricting

• Project Plan

• Goal: Inform BART Board of Directors 
about redistricting



Intro to Redistricting

• Redistricting is the process of adjusting district 
lines every 10 years after the release of the US 
Census

• Federal (Congress), State, and Local government

• Goal: Create population-balanced districts for 
equal representation



• Section II, Federal Voting Rights Act of 1965

“Prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, or membership in a language minority 
group” – justice.gov

Federal Voting Rights Act

https://www.justice.gov/crt/section-2-voting-rights-act


“…prohibits the use of an at-large election in a political 
subdivision if it would impair the ability of a protected class, 
as defined, to elect candidates of its choice or otherwise 
influence the outcome of an election.”

- leginfo.legislature.ca.gov

• BART has implemented district-based 
elections to meet this requirement.

California Voting Rights Act (AB 182)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB182


• Districts shall be geographically contiguous

• Maintain geographic integrity of neighborhoods or 
communities of interest

• Minimize the division of cities or census designated 
places

• Easily identifiable by natural and artificial barriers

• Geographic compactness

California Fair Maps Act (AB 849)



Supplemental Information
• Population-balanced districts

• Districts shall not favor or discriminate 
against a political party

• Existing BART district boundaries provide a 
baseline for demographic analysis

• Voting laws, data, community input



Community Engagement
• Critical element of the redistricting process

• Public hearings to enable community 
participation

• Community-based organizations

• Community outreach website, social media 
platforms, community venues, etc



Information Resources
• Glossary of Terms on the BART 

redistricting website

• Map of existing district boundaries

• Links to information resources

• Links to community organizations/groups

• Digital dashboard and mapping



Redistricting Project Plan

1. Project Planning, Demographic Analysis

2. Community Meetings/Hearings/Input

3. Draft district boundaries

4. Presentation of draft maps

5. Adoption of Final Map



Current BART Districts



Current BART 

District Demographics



BART Population Trends
• Overall growth since 2010 = 10.76%
• Greatest growth in District 7 (17.77%)
• Projections for consistent population 

growth through 2030

Projections by Redistricting Hub 2020

Population data: Statewide 2021 Redistricting Datbase, 

adjusted for prisoner population (2020 U.S. Census)



BART Population Variance
• High population: 443,300 (District 7)
• Low population: 383,651 (District 8)

Projections by Redistricting Hub 2020

Population data: Statewide 2021 Redistricting Datbase, 

adjusted for prisoner population (2020 U.S. Census)

• Variance from 
ideal (balanced): 
14.41%

• Maximum variance 
should be <10%




